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By Lou Baldwin

Father David Ousley, 61, a former 
Episcopalian and Anglican priest, 

drew to completion a very long journey 
when during a June 16 Mass at Phila-
delphia’s Holy Cross Church he was 
ordained to the Roman Catholic priest-
hood by Bishop John J. McIntyre. 

Henceforth he will pastor his now-
small congregation of St. Michael the 
Archangel Parish, which currently wor-
ships every Sunday with Mass at Holy 
Cross Church, at the invitation of Holy 
Cross’ pastor, Father James Cox.

For Father Ousley, who was raised in 
rural Massachusetts, becoming Catho-
lic is not something he would have 
dreamed possible in his youth. Boston 
was Catholic, his area was Protestant 
and Republican. “Catholics were Dem-
ocrats and other unspeakable things,” 
he said.

Father Ousley’s conversion from the 
Methodism of his birth to Episcopalian-
ism came while he was a student at Yale. 
“I discovered the liturgy of the Episco-
pal Church and it struck a chord,” he 
said of his conversion to that faith.

He was ordained an Episcopalian dea-
con and priest in 1979, but was already 
having some misgivings about changes 
the Episcopal Church was undergoing; 
and especially troubled by changed po-
sitions on such matters as homosexual-
ity, abortion and women’s ordination.

He left the Episcopal Church for the 
related but more conservative Anglican 
Church in America in 1999, but still felt 
he and others like himself were fighting 
a rear guard action in preserving the 
faith as they understood it. 

As an Anglican, he was pastor of a 

small flock, drawn from 
his former parish, St. 
James the Less, but re-
christened St. Michael of 
the Saints with worship 
services in the chapel of 
West Laurel Hill Cem-
etery.

The Second Vatican 
Council really started him 
on the road to Rome. “It 
did away with many of the 
reasons for schism, and 
provoked many of us to 
consider our position ver-
sus the Catholic Church and conclude 
we should no longer be outside of it,” he 
said.

Ultimately, it was the landmark ap-
ostolic constitution Anglicanorum Co-
etibus (Groups of Anglicans) issued by 
Pope Benedict XVI in October 2009 
that tipped Father Ousley fully toward 
the Catholic Church. The document 
provides a path to Catholicism for 
members of the Anglican Communion 
who wish to become Catholic while re-
taining cherished traditions that do not 
conflict with Catholic teaching.

It was on April 2, Monday of Holy 
Week, that Father Ousley and those of 
his flock who wished to take this final 
step were formally received into the 
Church. 

As part of the process, the congrega-
tion had undergone a study of Catho-
lic teaching, especially how it differed 
from Anglican beliefs, for example the 
primacy of the Pope and the doctrines 
of the Immaculate Conception and the 
Assumption of Mary, which in Angli-
canism were voluntary beliefs but not 

dogma.
Like most priests who have convert-

ed from Anglicanism Father Ousley is 
married. His wife Elizabeth also became 
Catholic as well as his mother, Nancy, 
and his three children James Michael, a 
Marine officer; Elizabeth, a ballet danc-
er and Jonathan, who is in college. 

St. Michael the Archangel Parish cel-
ebrates valid Catholic Masses, but the 
differences between it and a typical 
Catholic parish are subtle. Like many 
mainstream Protestant congregations it 
is smaller than other Catholic parishes, 
with a more intimate feel of everyone 
knowing everyone, Father Ousley not-
ed.

The reception of himself and other 
Anglicans “is not so much conversion 
but an entering into full communion 
with the Catholic Church,” he said. “In 
the process we were not asked to re-
nounce anything. I am very much at 
peace. My congregation is smaller but 
happier. We have something to look 
forward to. We are ready for the New 
Evangelization, and I think we can reach 
people a Roman parish could not.”

Father David Ousley, once an Anglican priest and 
now Catholic, celebrates Catholic Mass for his pa-
rishioners in Philadelphia.                    Photo by Sarah Webb
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North Wales parish still 
growing after 25 years

Mary, Mother of the Redeemer 
Parish was named for the Blessed 
Virgin, but in a unique way. Founded 
in 1987 and this year celebrating its 
25th anniversary, it takes the name 
of an encyclical, at least in the ver-
nacular. It was that same year Pope 
John Paul II issued Redemptoris Mat-
er, which addressed the role of Mary 
in salvation history.

Father Philip C. Ricci was ap-
pointed pastor of the new parish in 
North Wales on Sept. 9, 1987. His 
first Masses were celebrated at the 
Neshaminy Falls Village Clubhouse 
for the 800 families who transferred 
from St. Stanislaus, Lansdale.

Later, Masses were held at Gw-
ynedd-Mercy College, and finally in 
October 1991, in the present church 
building. By 1997 registered families 
reached 2,484 with 725 children en-
rolled in CCD.

Thanks to an $8.5 million capital 
campaign, a new Education Cen-
ter was completed and a parochial 
school opened with Joanne Zinn as 
principal, later followed by Denise 
Judge. 

In 2008, Father Ricci, by now Msgr. 
Ricci, retired after 23 faith-filled years 
of service and was named pastor 
emeritus and was succeeded by Msgr. 
John T. Conway.

The parish now has more than 
3,600 families and is among the 10 
largest parishes in the entire Arch-
diocese of Philadelphia.

Chuck Colburn arrived in the 
parish shortly after the foundation 
and has witnessed the phenomenal 

growth that continues today, most no-
tably through the parish RCIA pro-
gram, he believes. “It seems to grow 
every year,” he said.

St. Katharine Regional 
School’s students pray   
at their patron’s tomb

Students and teachers of the new St. 
Katharine Drexel Regional School in 
Holland shared a special day at the rest-
ing place of the school’s namesake, the 
St. Katharine Drexel Shrine in Bensa-
lem, where they prayed before the saint’s 
tomb at the Motherhouse of the Blessed 
Sacrament Sisters Sept. 26.

The school was formed by combin-
ing the student bodies of the former 
St. Bede the Venerable School in Hol-
land and Assumption B.V.M. Schools in 
Feasterville, both in Bucks County.

The entire student body boarded a 
caravan of 11 buses to make a pilgrim-
age to the shrine and participate in a 
Mass to ask for St. Katharine’s prayers 
for the new school.

Auxiliary Bishop Michael J. Fitzgerald, 
who oversees Catholic Education for the 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia, was the 
main celebrant of the Mass. 

Msgr. John C. Marine, pastor of St. 
Bede the Venerable Parish in Holland, 
and Father William McGeown, pastor 
of Assumption B.V.M. Parish in Feast-
erville, concelebrated the Mass.

La Milagrosa to be sold by 
Vincentian order of priests

The Congregation of the Mission, 
also known as the Vincentians, intends 
to sell Our Lady of the Miraculous 
Medal Chapel and other properties in 
order to support the retired priests and 

brothers of the order in Spain, where 
it is headquartered in Barcelona.

Best known in the Hispanic com-
munity as La Milagrosa, the chapel is 
associated with the Cathedral Basili-
ca of SS. Peter and Paul and located 
just blocks from the cathedral at 1903 
Spring Garden St. in Philadelphia.

In a statement, the Archdiocese 
said it does not own the property and 
does not have the funds to purchase 
it from the Vincentians.

The intended sale of La Milagrosa 
was announced Sept. 23 at the chapel. 
Representatives from the Cathedral 
Basilica and the Office for Hispanic 
Catholics will meet with members of 
the community “to determine what 
plan of action will best fit their pasto-
ral needs moving forward,” the state-
ment said.

Masses will continue at La Milag-
rosa as scheduled.

Beneficial Bank offers work-
study for Cristo Rey High 
School students

Four students from the new Cristo 
Rey Philadelphia High School didn’t 
just start another school year Sept. 
4 — they also began working at the 
Center City headquarters of Benefi-
cial Bank.

The four freshmen — Yohalis L., 
Kelliann A., Mark H. and David J. — 
are learning about accounting and 
lending, among other areas, and are 
gaining real-life job skills in the pro-
cess.

Cristo Rey Philadelphia is a new in-
dependent college preparatory Cath-
olic school for low-income students 
that helps build skills to succeed in 
college and the modern workplace. 

Teams of four students work five 
days per month in partnering cor-
porations, which provide them with 
work experience and subsidize ap-
proximately 60 percent of the cost of 
their education.


